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*L> THE HOLLY AND THE MISTLETOE
£>>£tai £. Rexford

^1Sl/5£S^5 HE useof tliehollyand
WHEAT,OATSANDRYE

*t\ the mistletoe on tn homedecorationforChristmas,abeauti-
_L fulreisultis obtainedbyusingheadsof
wheat,oatsorrye,andvariousgrasses,which
havebeentreatedtoa bathin whichalum
hasbeendissolved.Manyofmyreadersare
familiarwith"crystallizing"theseproduc
tions; thereisno"knack" aboutit. Simply
dissolvealuminsoftwateruntilthesolution
issofullof it thatadropshowsatendencyto
crystallizereadilywhenallowedtocool. Tie
thewheat,grassor whateveryouwishto
crystallize,in littlebunches.Removethe
solution(whichshouldbekeptwarmuntil
youarereadytouseit),fromthestove,and
suspendthegrasses,etc.,in it. Hangthe
bunchesacrossa stick,or preventthem,in
someotherway.fromrestingonthebottom
of thevesselcontainingthesolution,asthis
wouldgivethemanunnaturalshape.Assoon
asyouseea tendencyto crystallization,re
movethemfromthebath,andhangthemup
headdownward,shakingthemaslittleas
possible.A littleexperienceis necessaryto
makeoneproficientin thisbranchof the
business,buttherequisiteknowledgeiseasily
acquired,if oneis careful.Theobjectis to
coatthegrasses,orwhateverelseisused,with
crystalsof alum,whichwill sparkleand
glistenlikeatomsof frost.Thesolutionmust
containenoughalumtogiveagooddepositof
crystalson cooling.If enoughis notused,
thecoatingwill belight,consequentlya fail
ure. Whendry,thewheatheads,orheadsof
rye,oatsor grass,will besoheavywiththe
depositofalumthattheywillbendgracefully,
andcanbearrangedin manybeautifulways
amongthebranchesofevergreen.Beautiful
letterscanbeformedof them; theycanbe
usedincombinationswithberriesorcones.A
fineeffectisproducedonevergreensbysprin
klingthemwithmucilageintowhichpow
deredmicais afterwardsifted.Theeffectis
thatofaheavyhoar-frost,andisverypleasing
underlamplight.
DECORATIONSFORTHECHURCH

IP theceilingof thechurchis highin itscenter,archingin fromall sides,festoons
canbeusedeffectively,buttheyshouldnever
helowenoughtotakeawaytheideaof height
andbreadth.Letthemstartfromsomepoint
atleasthalftheheightof thesidewallsand
meetatonecommoncenter; theoldchandelier
usedtobethecentralpointforthemeetingof
thesedecorations,buttheuseofelectriclights
hasrelegatedthis to thepast.A charming
effectcanbeproducedbycoveringtheplace
wherethestrandsmeetwitha broadmassof
branches,throughwhichtheelectricbulbcan
flashitsbrightnesslikea star. In churches
wherethereis nodome,or wherethearches
do notconvergetowarda centralpoint,I
wouldnotadvisetheuseof longfestoonsor
wreaths.Lettherebeshortonesfromarchto
arch,instead;alwayshavea festoonstart
fromandterminatein a clusterof boughs.
Oneof thefaultsfoundwithournativeever
greensistheirdull,unrelievedcolor. It isbe-
causeof thecontrastof richgreenandglow
ingredandscarletthatthehollyandmistle
toearesomuchmorehighlyprized,perhaps.
It is unnecessarytogooutsideof thosetwo
plantsfor contrast.When decoratinga
churchit is alwayswellto keepthedecora
tionsas conservativeaspossible,thatthey
maynotoffendtheoldermembersofthecon
gregation,whoareaptto takeoffenseatany
innovationsinsuchmatters.

BITSOFBRIGHTCOLOR

BUT
inordertosecurerelieffor thesom
breeffectof cedar,pineor hemlock,

wemustusesomethingthatwill furnish
adecidedbitof brightcolor.Thisis found
in our nativealders,with theirspikesof
brilliantred;in themountainash.withits
grape-likeclustersoforange-redfruit; in the
bittersweet,with its flower-likeseed;and
thesumach,withitscrimsonmassesofvelvet-
coveredberries.Usedagainsta background
ofdarkevergreen,theseseemtogathergreater
brilliancy,andmakea vividpointofcolor
thatisaseffectiveasit isbeautiful.Lastsea
sonI suggestedtheuseofconesof thepine,
larch,andNorwayspruce.1Hudthatmany
churches,actingon this idea,werehighly
pleasedwiththeresults.In manyinstances
largebranchesof pinewereused,withcones
adhering.Thesewerebronzedandtheeffect
wasverypleasing.Thematerialusedfor
bronzingthemwasthesameasthatusedby
hardwaredealersandplumbersfor finishing
radiators,heatingpipes,etc. It consistsofa
liquid,"vehicle."in whicha bronzepowder
is mixed. This powdercomesin several
shades.Youcanhavegold,silveror copper,
as desired,and alsogreen,steel-blueand
othermetalliccolors. Thesecanbe used
singlyor in combination.Whenusedto
gether,theygivea linecontrastandafforda
pleasingrelieftoeachother.It ischeaperto
usethis kindof bronzingthanthekind
putupinsmallbottlesforuseonfancyarticles,
asquitea quantitywouldberequiredin a
largechurch.Fulldirectionsformixingcan
beprocuredof thedealer.It is veryeasily
applied,itdriesrapidly,havinga lustrethat
showsfinelyagainstthelow toneof the
backgroundof evergreenfoliagebydaylight,
andises|>eciallveffectiveatnight.At inter
valsbright-coloredberriescanbeintroduced,
if desired,to heightentheeffectandrelieve
themassof all Munhreuess,butI thinkthe
effectismostpleasingwheretheberriesand
thebronzedconesarekeptapart.

Christmasand other
holidays,is almostuni
versalin countries'wheretheyareto be
gathered.They are
prizedbecauseof their
beautyof foliageand
fruit,andbecauseof the

associationswhichclusteraboutthem,handed
downfromagesago.Wehaveinheritedalove
forthemfromourEnglishancestors,andthe
salesof themarelarge,eachyear,inall the
principalAmericancities.In afewlocalities
not far fromtheAtlanticcoast,fromDela
wareto Massachusetts,thehollygrowsin
smallquantities,butourchiefsupplycomes
fromacrosstheocean.Forhomedecoration,
whichis not intendedto betooelaborate,
nothingcanbefinerthanthesetwoplants.
It isnotthepurposeof thisarticletosuggest
designsfortheirarrangement; simplytogive
a fewhintsregardingtheirmanagement,leav
ingeachindividualtofollowoutdesignsand
plansofhisorherown.

THEUSEOFGROWINGPLANTS

GROWING
plantsareusedmoreandmore

eachseasonin Christmasdecoration
of churches.Palmsaremosteffectivewith
theirbroad,rich,shiningfoliage;theliens,
withitsbroadleafanderectstalk,issuretobe
admired.Fernsarenotonlyverybeautiful
in themselves,butlargespecimenslendthem
selvesreadilyto the productionof fine
effectsin massing,byfillingin betweenlarger
plants.Rexbegonias,withtheirgreatleaves,
showingmostbeautifulandgrotesquevariega
tionsingreen,brown,whiteandmanymetal
lic colors,producea veryfineeffectamong
ferns,but theymustbehandledwith the
greatestonre,as theyareeasilyinjured.
Ooleusplants,of highlycoloredvarieties,are
veryeffectivebecauseof theirvividcontrast
withall shadesofgreen; liliesshowmost
beautifullywhengivena settingof ferns;
whiteandotherlight-coloredflowersshow
mosteffectivelyatnight.Whenlargegrow
ing plantscannotbeobtained,youngever
greenscanbeused.Fastenthemto such
supportsasaregivenaChristmastree.Among
these—whichshouldbeofdifferentsizesto
avoidformalityandamonotonouseffect—
bloomingplantscanbeplaced.If evergreens
are tobeused,andit ispossibletoprocure
them.I wouldurgetheselectionofyoung
hemlocks;theirslender,archingbranchesare
muchmoregracefulthananyof thespruces.
But whereit is possibleto procureother
greeneryforthegroupbehindthechancelor
altar,I wouldadvisekeepingevergreensin
thebackgroundorrestrictingtheuseof them
to festoonsandthedecorationsofcolumnsand
arches.

FESTOONSINTHEHOME

IN decoratingtheparlor,I wouldneveradvisetheuseof festoons.Fewroomsin
privatehousesare largeor high ceiliuged
enoughto admitof thisstyleofdecoration.
Arrangeyourgreenagainstthewalls,about
doors,windows,andbacksof pictures,and
haveaclusterof thefinestbranchesasacen
terpiecetotheroom.Suchan arrangement
is simple,butmosteffective,becausemost
artistic.In ordertojudgeoftheeffectofany
decoration,thinkof itasapicture,andtestit
assuch. Lookatitclosely,andaskyourself
if itwouldpleaseyouwereitsetinaframeto
hanguponthewallof vourroom. If it
standsthistestyoumaybesureyouareon
therighttrack. If youfeelthatitwouldlook
stiff,primandformalinapicture,donotat
temptto carryoutyouridea,butdecideon
somethinglesselaborate,alwayslookingat
yourworkas partofa picture,andforcing
it tostandthetestassucu.Rememberthat
a parlorwill notadmitof thesamestyle
of decorationasa church,becausethetwo
placesarewidelydifferent.Whatis appro
priatein onewouldbeoutof placein the
other.Thosewhocannotaffordtobuyholly
and mistletoefor decorationsmustmake
nativeevergreenactas a substitute;many
varietiesareadmirablysuitedfortiuspurpose.
I muchpreferthehemlock,cedarandpineto
thespruce,becauseof theirmoregraceful
habit. Thespruceisprim,rigidandconven
tional,andit isdifficulttomakeitconformto
anyplanwheregracefulcurvesaredesired.
Itsmostusefulfieldisthatof thebackground;
thereit is perhapsbetterthananyof the
otherevergreensnamed,becauseit canbe
madeto lie flatagainstanysurface.For
festoons,cedarisexcellent,asithassuchclose
foliagethata littleof it effectivelyconceals
theropeuponwhichit is fastened.Always
usearope,astheweightofa longfestoonis
considerable,andverystoutstringsoften
breakunderit. I findthefine,strongwire
usedbyfloristsinbouquetworkmuchbetter
for fasteningthebranchesto theropethan
strings.It is moremanageable,andnever
shows.
If therehappentobeanymirrorsin the
roomstheymaybedecoratedwithlongfes
toonsofevergreensstuddedwithbunchesof
holly. Themantel-piecesmayalsoheeffectivelydrapedwith foliagearrangedaslongtrails,whichmaybeallowedto hangloose,
beingattachedto'asupportatthetop. Where
cutflowersaretobeobtained,thevaddgreatlv
tothebeautyofhousedecoration; theyshould
bearrangedbydaintyhands,andshouldbe
groupedasartisticallyaspossible.

BRANCHESFORCOLUMNS

LONG, slenderbranchescanbeusedeffectivelyatthetopofcolumns,if thebase
of themisgivenafirmsupport;disposethem
inasnaturalapositionaspossible.Letthem
followthespringof anarch,andtakethe
placeofa festoon.Indeed,inmostinstances,
it will befoundthattheuseofbranchesis
muchpreferabletofestoonsorwreaths,because
thelatterareartificialandunnaturalintheir
arrangement.Natureneverfestoonsanything
but vines; to attempttomakeevergreen
branchesassumetheappearanceofavineisto
makethemtakepartin a burlesque.There
fore,I thinkyouwillfinditmoresatisfactory
touseabranchasabranch,thantomakeittry
tofillapartforwhichit wasneverintended.
To arrangefestoonsgracefullyandproduce
artisticresults,is a verydifficultmatter,and
1wouldadviseotherformsofdecorationas
muchmorelikelyto givesatisfaction,es-
jieciallyin smallchurches,
Therearesomeevergreenvineswhichcan
be procuredin almostall countrvplaces,
andmanyfloristshavethemforsale;these
arefromoneto twoyardsin length.They
canhefastenedtogetherwithfinewireand
usedtowreatheaboutpillars. If allowedto
droopfromarches,theygiveagracefuleffect.
Nothinggivesgreaterpleasureasanornament
forthealtarthantheholly,and'inchurches
wherehutasmallamountcanbeexpendedin
itspurchase,I wouldadviserestrictingits
usetothealtar. Therailof thechancelcan
bewreathedwiththeevergreenvineofwhichI
havespoken.Or ivycanbemadeveryeffec
tivehere.Quiteoftenyoufindfineoldplantsof
itgrowinginpots;thesecanbeborrowedor
hired,andthevinestrainedoverthechancel
insuchamannerastomakeitthemostbeau
tiful featureof all. If onecouldprocure
enoughivy to wreathepillars,chancelandwindows,whata fineeffectit wouldgive!
Fewplantsaremorebeautiful,andnonelend
themselvesmorereadilytodecorativeeffects,
becauseofgracefulhabitof growth.If it
couldbeobtainedin sufficientquantities,I
wouldpreferit toeitherhollyormistletoe.
Forhomedecorationitisunequaled.Trained
aboutthedoorways,overwindows,backof
mirrorsandacrosstheceiling,it is theideal
vine.

SOMEMINORDETAILS

IN decoratinghomeor church,besurenottoattemptmorethanyoucanwellaccom
plish. A simpleschemeof decoration,well
wroughtoutin detail,will please,whilean
elaborateone,poorlyexecuted,will bevery
unsatisfactorytoallwhohaveaneyefor the
beautiful.In decoratinga church,let one
personoracommitteehavechargeoftheplan,
andleaveit whollytothemtodecideonthe
treatment.Let themlayout theworkfor
otherstocomplete,andneverinterferewith
thembysuggestingchangesofanykind,un
lessyouseetheyaremakingamistakewhich
youknowtheywouldcertainlyavoidwere
theirattentioncalledtoit. Suchmistakesare
frequentlymadebypersonswhohavesuper
visionof t̂hesematters,becausetheyover
looksomeof theminordetails.Thepersons
whoareworkingfromtheirplansdiscoverthe
mistake,andtheyshouldatoncenotifythe
personor committeehavingchargeof the
matter.So far,suggestionsare allowable
fromanyone,but,unlesssuchcasesoccur,do
nothaveanythingtodowiththeworkthese
personshavebeenappointedtoperform,even
if youknowtheresultwillnotbepleasingif
carriedoutonthelinestheydecideon.Hints
andsuggestionsfrompartiesoutsidetheconi-
mittee,whenvolunteered,alwayshindermore
thantheyhelp. If acommitteeiswise,how
ever,it will consultwithotherswhohave
goodtasteand judginentregardingthese
matters,andavailitselfof all reallygood
suggestions.

THECHRISTMASTABLE

MUCH
carefulthoughtand attention

shouldbegiventhe hometableon
ChristmasDay,asa happyarrangementof
greens,orplateauof flowers,will befound
to givetheneedfultouchthatmakesthe
Christmasdinnerthebrightandcheerymeal
it shouldbe. Whengreensalonearedesired
fordecoration,a largebranchofmistletoeis
effectivelyplacedoverthechandelier,anda
basketof holly,withitsberries,in thecenter
of thetable. Englishmistletoeis preferable
totheAmerican,bothonaccountofitsricher
coloringandthelargersizeof theberries.
Placeseveralspraysofeitherhollyormistle
toeaboutthetable,tyingthelargeroneswith
scarletribbon.If othergreensareused,try
to carryoutthesamesuggestion,addingto
themabovethechandelierbranchesof the
brilliantlinedsumach,placingamassof bit
tersweetin thecenterof thetable,andsprays
carelesslyhereandthereon thecloth. The
resultwillprovetoyouthatevenwithoutthe
hollyandthemistletoeyourtablemaybe
daintilyand effectivelydecorated.Some
timesfernsaloneareused; sometimesferns
withliliesof thevalley.Whenbothgreens
andflowersaredesired,theformeris more
effectiveon or abovethe chandelier,the
flowersplacedin thecenterof thetable.A
prettyadditionwouldbetheplacingofasmall
sprayofholly,withitsberries,tiedwithatiny
scarletribbon,at eachperson'splace.One
couldaddlittleappropriateChristmasmottoes
to these,if desired.Theflowersusedmaybe
eitherorchids,roses,Romanhyacinths,violets
or liliesof thevalley.Tinybunchesof vio
lets,ora fewdetachedroses,if suchareused
asa centerpiece,maybecarelesslythrown
hereanilthereaboutthetable(havinganeye
alwaystoeffect).Whenveryelaboratedeco
rationis attempted,fine,featheryfoliage,
placedatintervalsaboutthetable,areseem
inglycaughttogetherwithafewroses,violets
orliliesof thevalley,insmallhunches.The
napery.glassandchinawill,of necessity,be
on ChristmasDaythefinestthehousecan
boast.In completingthetabledecorations,
donotforgettoplacea sprigof hollyin the
Christmaspudding.
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